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The company’s early beginnings started 

with Larry Kerkstra’s sole proprietorship in 

1962, when the company’s main purpose 

was to install septic systems for residen-

tial contractors. It was in the early 1960s 

that Larry discovered an opportunity to 

manufacture precast septic tank compo-

nents. “We started installing septic tanks 

and drain fi elds. In the second year, we 

fi gured we might as well make them our-

selves. That was the start of the precast 

business,” Kerkstra explained. “Then years 

later, a contractor came to me, asking if 

I wanted to buy manhole forms, storm 

sewer and sanitary sewer conduit.”

Over the past 50 years, Kerkstra Precast 

has grown into a full-service precast 

concrete supplier, assisting in the design, 

manufacturing and installation of precast 

concrete buildings and utility products. 

In the mid 1980s, the company added 

concrete hollow core fl ooring systems 

for use in residential garages. In the mid 

1990s, Kerkstra Precast opened a new 

production facility in Grandville with the 

ability to produce precast/prestressed 

hollow core, beams, columns and wall 

panels. This allowed clients the added 

benefi ts in the design-build process, 

namely the speed in which it can be 

designed, cast, delivered and erected, 

allowing projects to stay on schedule and 

meet tight deadlines. Precast components 

can be fabricated while foundation work 

is underway, providing contractors a head 

start before the site is even available. 

By mid-2000, beams and columns, trusses, 

stadia and double tees were being manu-

factured by Kerkstra. Manufacturing precast 

in its indoor production facility enabled 

Kerkstra greater quality control than cast-

ing products onsite. The growth continues 

as the company continually strives to in-

novate and educate.
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THE FOUNDATION, HISTORY AND TEAM
Philanthropy, pride and precast are the three “Ps” that make Kerkstra Precast what it is today — 
an innovative, growing, 50-year-old, family-owned company with over 120 employees.

PHOTO: McCONOMY PHOTOGRAPHY

MICHIGAN FOAM PRODUCTS

1820 Chicago Drive SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49519
p 616.452.9611    f 616.452.0533    c 616.292.2411

www.michiganfoam.com

MANUFACTURERS OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM
Used in/for:  Packing,  Insulation,  Geofoam,  Concrete Voids, Patterns for Lost Foam Casting

Member of Alliance of Foam Packaging Recyclers • EPS Recycler

710 Marshall Stewart Drive
Dickson, TN 37055
p 615-446-3199
f 615-446-3197

sumidenwire.con

Congratulations
Kerkstra Precast

on your
50th Anniversary!

Wishing you
continued success.
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The strong foundation and principles 

that Larry instilled in the company 

are being passed on to the second 

generation, including Greg Kerkstra, 

Larry’s son and current president and 

CEO and Henry Hofman, Larry’s son-in-

law who manages the utility product 

division. Greg Kerkstra never forgets 

the company’s humble beginnings. The 

growth could not have been possible 

without the effort of Kerkstra’s strong 

team of employees who have helped 

make the company what it is today. 

“We’re proud of our experienced sales 

team, responsive production employ-

ees and service oriented engineering & 

detailing department,” says Greg. The 

Kerkstras beam with pride when they 

talk about the team behind it all. Greg 

is optimistic about his team and the 

company’s future. “What we’ve seen 

in the last year and going forward is 

a lot of renewed strength and oppor-

tunity out there. The biggest thing is 

fl exibility,” explained Greg. “We are 

developing into other markets, such 

as architectural precast and parking 

structures.” 

Kerkstra noted that, “while the prices 

of steel and other commodities have 

jumped in recent years, concrete 

prices have stayed relatively stable.” 

While success is important to the 

Kerkstra family, it is equally important 

to remember to thank God and the 

community that made the company 

who it is today.

PHOTOS: CRAIG VAN WIEREN

Congratulations to Kerkstra Precast 
on 50 successful years in business

Wells Fargo Insurance Services USA, Inc.  

At Wells Fargo Insurance Services, we are committed to supporting the 
business community with sound advice, quality products, and superior 
service today, and in the future.  

Wells Fargo Insurance Services USA, Inc.  
648 Monroe NW, Suite 300, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-1453 
616-454-7153  |  800-456-7153 
wfis.wellsfargo.com/grmi
Insurance products are offered through non-bank insurance agency affiliates of Wells 
Fargo & Company and are underwritten by unaffiliated insurance companies, with the 
exception of crop and flood insurance. Crop and flood insurance may be underwritten 
by Wells Fargo Insurance Services' affiliate, Rural Community Insurance Company. 
© 2011 Wells Fargo Insurance Services. All rights reserved.  
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CONGRATULATIONS

KERKSTRA PRECASTKERKSTRA PRECAST
ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
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Cutting-edge architects and 
general contractors in West 
Michigan “get it.” They have 
found that using precast 
concrete can speed up the 
building process, saving time 
and money and even equally 
important, producing an 
attractive facility that will 
remain a landmark in the 
community.
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EDUCATION EQUALS OPPORTUNITY
The Kent County Recycle Center, the 

David D. Hunting YMCA and Gordon 

Foods headquarters are all shining ex-

amples of precast concrete’s versatil-

ity. Precast concrete offers architects 

versatility in the design and can be 

smoothly integrated with glass and 

other materials to produce an appeal-

ing facility. This allows the architect 

to gain more versatility while mini-

mizing the number of components in 

design.

While plenty of architects and en-

gineers have taken advantage of 

precast for their building projects, 

precast concrete is relatively new and 

architecture and engineering schools 

often only touch on precast concrete. 

The staff at Kerkstra often works side-

by-side with architects to help them 

better understand how precast con-

crete can be used to keep projects on 

time and budget. “We are investing in 

colleges and universities, (yet) there 

is still a gap in knowledge of what 

precast is and what it can do. We 

work there to bridge the gap in the 

offi ces,” Greg Kerkstra noted. “Pre-

cast concrete is pretty fl exible; it is 

sometimes more art than science. We 

have to walk a contractor or architect 

through it the fi rst time.” Kerkstra 

has partnered with the Precast/Pre-

stressed Concrete Institute to educate 

the construction community about 

how precast concrete’s versatility can 

solve unique design challenges. 

Conversations early in the design 

process pay dividends later on. 

Construction timelines in the 

current environment have collapsed 

Continued on page 18

Gordon Food Service

Member FDIC.        Huntington® is a federally registered service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.  Huntington.® Welcome.TM  
is a service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.  ©2011 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

Thank you
Kerkstra Precast for your 
contribution to our community
for the past 50 years!
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Heart of the City Health Center

Fabiano Brothers

Zaragon 2

Congratulations
Kerkstra
Precast

on 50 Years!
 

Congratulations
Kerkstra
Precast

on 50 Years!
 

CONGRATULATIONS
Kerkstra Precast

50 yearsWe extend our sincere congratulations on your

of service.  Thank you for letting us be a business partner.  Here’s 

to many more years of success!

300 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 400

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 774 3500 MAIN

www.colliers.com
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considerably, so when projects are green lighted, Kerkstra 

can help contractors stay on track. Kerkstra is committed 

to being a value-added partner in the design-build 

process. “It is important to be part of this early. We 

educate…and are reaching out to generate conversation,” 

Greg said. “When people start to design with precast 

and become comfortable with it, they fi nd it to be a 

simple process. We can also provide a great deal of sales, 

engineering, and pricing support. When companies are 

partnering with us, or considering precast, we will work 

together on the sales effort.”

Tim Schowalter, president of Pioneer Construction, real-

izes that the construction industry requires an increasing 

amount of integration between architecture and construc-

tion management fi rms, and contractors. “The team-ori-

ented approach at Kerkstra has proved valuable on major 

projects,” noted Schowalter. “They are creative and are 

willing to solve problems that require a team approach.” 

Schowalter added, “They bring a peace of mind that the 

project will be done right. 

When a design-build or design 

assist project approach is re-

quired, Kerkstra adds value to 

that process because of their 

people and can-do attitude.”

By staying closely connected 

to their customers, Kerkstra 

Precast helps national cli-

ents as they add new stores, 

explained Mike VanGessel, 

founding partner at Rockford Construction. As construc-

tion manager for Meijer Inc., Rockford turns to Kerkstra 

for customized solutions to design challenges as the com-

pany expands and rolls out new stores designs. “You want 

to get as much predictability in design and cost as early 

as possible. Once you know what the skin of the building 

is going to be, you can quickly begin to do a lot of other 

things,” VanGessel said. 

“THE TEAM-ORIENTED 
APPROACH AT KERKSTRA 
HAS PROVED VALUABLE 
ON MAJOR PROJECTS. 
THEY ARE CREATIVE AND 
ARE WILLING TO SOLVE 
PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE 
A TEAM APPROACH.” 
TIM SCHOWALTER, PRESIDENT 
OF PIONEER CONSTRUCTION

EDUCATION EQUALS OPPORTUNITY Continued from page 16
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Spartan YMCA Family Fare-
Georgetown
Township

Kent County Recycling Center

705 West 2nd Street
Ferrysburg, MI 49409

Congratulations Kerkstra Precast!
from your friends at

616.842.1448

Kerkstra Precast 
on your 50th Anniversary!

Congratulations
ASSEMBLERS PRECAST & 

STEEL SERVICES, INC.
Since 1986

1508 Swarthout
Pinckney, MI 48169

(734) 878-5380
assemblersprecast.com
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With Kerkstra, “there are a lot of ad-

vantages that quickly come together. 

There is a fair amount of customizing 

that goes on, having a professional 

there that understands the process, 

can communicate back to us quickly 

and advises us early on is a big 

advantage. I don’t like getting to the 

end of the design process and saying, 

‘We can’t do that.’ We are very open-

minded and appreciate the profession-

alism we get through Kerkstra.”

THERE IS A FAIR AMOUNT 
OF CUSTOMIZING THAT 
GOES ON, HAVING A 
PROFESSIONAL THERE 
THAT UNDERSTANDS 
THE PROCESS, CAN 
COMMUNICATE BACK TO 
US QUICKLY AND ADVISES 
US EARLY ON IS A BIG 
ADVANTAGE. 
MIKE VANGESSEL, 
FOUNDING PARTNER AT 
ROCKFORD CONSTRUCTION

PHOTO: CRAIG VAN WIEREN
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Marycrest Heights

Request Foods

P.O. Box 9160, Grand Rapids, MI 49509
616.538.9000  |  grgravel.com  

Delivering Quality Concrete and Aggregates
to West Michigan for over 90 Years

CONGRATULATIONS
Kerkstra Precast on
50 Successful Years! 3240 68th Street SE, Dutton, MI 49316

616.554.3500  •  vanlaansupply.com

Van Laan
Construction

Supply

CONCRETE FORMS & SUPPLIES

Forming, Shoring and Specialty Product Sales
1301 Century SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

888-905-8800 offi ce  |  616-437-4460 cell  |  616-475-8500 fax
pete.ludwig@concretecentralinc.com

Congratulations Kerkstra Precast
on your 50th Anniversary!

Congratulations Kerkstra Precast, Inc. for 50 years of
supplying Michigan and beyond with high quality 
precast products. It has been a privilege to be a part 
of your growing business for the past 18 years.

3175 Segwun Ave. SE, Lowell, MI 49331        616.897.9032

~ John and Colleen Timpson and Our Associates

Congratulations on 50 Years!
From your friends at Pioneer Construction

Pioneer
CONSTRUCTION
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It takes more than good business sense 
for a company to succeed — it takes 
employees with a strong work ethic, 
top-notch vendors, and the continued 
support of the community. The values 
instilled in Kerkstra Precast back in 1962 
remain equally as strong 50 years later. 

The Kerkstra family is grateful for the company’s suc-

cess and strives to make a difference in the commu-

nity by giving back 10% of the company’s profi ts to 

charitable organizations. “It is our core value to give 

away 10 percent of our profi ts. It is a great feeling of 

purpose for me personally, and for all that are here,” 

said Greg Kerkstra. The family is thankful to God for 

the blessings that they have received over the years. 

Their giving assists many local and international faith 

based non profi ts that support the needy, the or-

phans, and those who do not know Christ.

Duke Suwyn, President & CEO for West Michigan at 

Colliers International, manages properties for Larry 

Kerkstra and counts Larry as a mentor in business. 

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
THAT SUPPORTED KERKSTRA PRECAST

“HE IS A GUY OF 
INTEGRITY, LIKES TO 
HAVE FUN, BANTER AND 
CHALLENGE. HE IS A GUY 
THAT I WILL LINE UP 
BEHIND OF ANY DAY OF 
THE WEEK.”
DUKE SUWYN, PRESIDENT 
& CEO FOR WEST MICHIGAN 
AT COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL

“He is a guy of integrity, likes to have fun, 

banter and challenge. He is a guy that I will 

line up behind of any day of the week,” Suwyn 

explained. “Their company is founded on 

the same principles that Larry started in the 

trenches. They’ve changed product lines when 

they’ve needed to; they’ve changed their busi-

ness when they needed to. Their product fi ts 

with them; it is a solid product that will de-

liver great value. It might take more effort to 

do it right, and that makes all the difference.”

As leaders change, new products are developed, and the 

community grows, one thing will remain constant – Kerks-

tra’s commitment to community and giving. To ensure the 

continuation of philanthropy, the company includes giving 

back as part of their mission statement.

Kerkstra Precast 
on your 50th anniversary!

7131 N. Ridgeway
Lincolnwood, IL 60712

www.jvi-inc.com
800-742-8127

CONGRATULATIONS

the
Choice

          is

S T R O N G
P R O D U C T S L L C

Biodegradable Releases

Our biodegradable concrete form release are perfect for every concrete application. 
Our product contains ZERO water, ZERO vegetable oils and ZERO evaporative 
solvents, waxes or silicones!

Our low-odor, low VOCs, worker-friendly formulas are designed to work with all 
concrete mixes, including SCC. All of our unique, biodegradable releases are clear 
like water, have extended shelf life, and will leave your forms, mixers, tools and 
equipment exceptionally clean.

We are green!


